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Strange Eventsin Jerusalem

Disciplesof Jesusof Nazareth areinthenewsagain. Fifty daysagothey
startled all of Jerusalem by inssting that Jesus had risen from the dead.
Ten daysago they again raised the eyebrows of askeptical citizenry by
announcing that Jesus had ascended into heaven.

Peoplefrom all over theworld areinthe city for the Feast of Weeks.
Many wereinthetemplegiving their offering of firstfruits, when they

heard asound likeastrong wind and saw aphenomenon that |looked like

tonguesof fireresting ontheheadsof Jesus disciples. Then Hisfollowers

began telling the people“thisisthe day Prophet Jodl spokeabout,” and

they told everyone how Jesuswas crucified and died seven weeksago [%
just before Passover. They also repeated their contention that Jesusrose

from death: “God raised Him up, having loosed the pangs of death, @

becauseit wasnot possiblefor Himto beheld by it.”

reporter asked, “How did you know what these men were saying?’

Inaninterview with aman who had comeall theway from Rome, this @7:

“I didn’t understand al of them,” he said, “ but one of the men was Cb
speaking my language. What hesaid really bothered me, so| asked him

what | could do. He said, * Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus g
for theforgivenessof your Sns’ | must admit | didn’t seethe connecdtion @

A nearly identical story wastold by person after personfromall over the
world. Thosewho followed these strange events are saying hundreds
and hundredsof otherswerea so baptized. One estimated the number

between baptism and forgivenessuntil after | wasbaptized. Hewasright,
God'sforgivenessbrought me peace of mind and heart.”
of baptismsat about threethousand. “It'samiracle,” heexclaimed. \/

Religiousleadersaretrying to spinthese eventsto their own advantage.

However, there aretoo many peoplewho know what really happened, Use the GREEN envelope
and it remainsto be seen whether vested interests or thetruth prevails.
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“Canwetakeour ties off now, dad?’

“Grandpawantsto take somepictures.”

“Can wetakethem off when he'sdone?’

“Therewill bemorepictures, sodon’t change
clothesyet.”

“ Areyou supposed to get a headache when
youwesr atie, dad?’ Itwaslikebeinginthemiddle
of Family Circus.

“ Areyou glad whenyou changeclothes, dad?’

Hehad me. “Yes, son, but let’swait until the
picturesarefinished.”

“I’mglad grandmaforgot her camera.”

Thinking about Confirmation two Sundays
from now, it seemslikeyesterday that my sonswere confirmed. 1t was
seventeen years ago. But, the newsis still the same. It may comein
different words, but sinisstill worthy of headlines. Everyoneblamesev-
eryoneel sefor theinability to deal with crime, scandal, and inhumanity,
especialy inaneectionyear. It'saharshworldinwhichwelive, aworld
that hates Christiansbecauseit hatesour Lord Jesus.

Inthe midst of my paternal nostaligia, | wonder how God felt asthe
fullness of time approached and His Son left home. | wonder if the Father
wasabit wistful. Theperilsof childhood, the concernsof adolescence, the
temptationsof theworld, the hotility of enemies—would His Son survive?

Theimportant thing for usisthat God acted. The Son left Hisheavenly
home and cameto earth to liveamong us. The Father clothed HisSonin
human flesh and placed Himinthisworld torn gpart by sin. Throughout His
lifeand ministry Jesuswastempted by Satan and hisstooges. Hedid not
yidd. Hisenemiescould not seduce Him away from HisFather. Againand
again, Jesustrusted His Father’sWord and would not turn aside. Sincesin
cannot tolerate righteousness, Jesus had to go. A mock trial was held,
Jesuswas crucified. Hedied and wasburied. Sinwon—or soit seemed.

Threedayslater, Jesuswasback with Hismen. Hewasaiveand well.
He had been raised from death exactly as His Father promised. Now it
wastimeto get Hismen ready to tell theworld that sin has been defeated,
death isdead, and welive by the Father’sWord.

Forty daysafter Hisresurrection, Jesusascended into heaven. Hewent
back home. Thefaithful Son wasgiven ahero’swelcomeand now rulesas
the King of heaven and earth. Oneday Hewill beback. Inthe meantime,
you and | wait and trust the Father’sWord and promise.

Asthedaysof our dying world become morelikethose of Noah, we
take heart in our Father’ sWord and promi se, and sharethem with others
whilethereistill time.

Hewho came down, went up. Thosewho trust the Father’ s promises
will too!

Thank You

- to Cletus and Myron for mowing the lawn

- to Karen Figge for making the Lent and Eas-
ter banners. These banners are in memory of
Tinker Hamblin from her family

- to Debby Pufahl for her cover art on the Lent
and Easter service orders

My mind works like lightning. One brilliant flash
and it is gone.

It used to be only death and taxes were inevi-
table. Now, of course, there’s shipping and
handling, too.

| signed up for an exercise class and was told
to wear loose-fitting clothing. If I had any loose-
fitting clothing, | wouldn't have signed up in the
first place!

Life is not about how fast you run, or how high
you climb, but how well you bounce.

Life is simpler when you plow around the
stumps.

Abumble bee is faster than a John Deere tractor.
Don't skinny dip with snapping turtles.

Words that soak into your ears are whispered,
not yelled.

Meanness don't happen overnight.

Sthaning (Clnist Perndon-to- pendon
batills
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Lutheran Women’'s Missionary League

||' Withthecoming of thewarmweather, theLWML hasput away their potsand pans
A7 a— for pre-Lenten servicedinnersand the Chicken and Noodledinner andisthinking
- morein the line of “outside” cooking. So therefore, we are inviting the Hope
Congregationto put June 20" ontheir calendarsand comeout to 4134 SE Shawnee
// ’, I\,/ HeightsRoad at thehome of Gladysand Allen Neuhausfor apicnic. TheLWML

II _\ \\ II \ II II | furnishesthemeat and tablewareand weask that you bringasidedishtoshare. And
= I = maybealawnchair ortwo. Besdesgoodfoodwehavegoodfdlowship. A goodtime
tomeet somenew friendsand a so agood timeto get reacquai nted with some “old”

friends. We dlovetoseeyouthere. Let’ snotforget theBoard of Parish Fellowship's

Sisterto Sister Teathat will beheldon July 17", Last year’ steawasfunandthisyear’ spromisesto bethat and more. So
besureyoureservethat dateand participate!

Datestolook forward to:

May 6, 2004 - DorcasCircle, 1:30 PM @ Hope, M arjean Parker, Hostess

May 6, 2004 - Ruth Circle, 7:00 PM @ Hope, Terry Carlson, Hostess

May 10, 2004 - 1:00 PM and 6:00 PM - Quilting@Hope

May 24,2004 - 1:00 PM and 6:00 PM - Quilting@Hope

June20, 2004 - LWML sponsored congregational picnicat Gladysand Allen Neuhaus home.
July 17,2004 - Sister to Sister Tea

October 3, 2004 - LWML Sunday

October 31, 2004 - Oktoberfest

Thewomen of theK ansasDistrict LWML radiate SONSHINE inthe Sunflower State!
Their strong commitment tomissionand ministry iscenteredonChrist;
they arewillingto exploreideasand waystol et that Son shinebrightly intheir lives.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

a%TT A - | o | _
6 didyou e that theL WML District Convention heldin Wichitaon April 23-25wasthe 30" biannual
g: l‘ w:: convention? That’ s60yearsfor L utheran Womenonamission. Storiesandtidbitsfromthat

';.;' 'Y-o®  conventionwill beshared hereinforthcomingissues.



Prayer Chain Report

Adopt a Student

The Board of Stewardship has committed to raising $1,000.00 for the
ConcordiaSeminary Adopt aStudent Program. Thisisaprogramtohelp
seminary studentswiththeir tuition. Onehundred percent of your giftwill
beusedto providefuturepastorswithfull-tuitiongrants.

Wedo not haveadeadlinefor raisngthismoney. Wewill keeptheproject
going until wereach our goal. Therewill beachartintheNarthex of the
churchtorecordour progress. PleaseuseaDesignated Gift envelopefor
your contributiontothe Adopt A Student Program. May God blessour
effortstohelp our future pastors.

Singles

TheSinglesserved breakfast immediately following Sunrise Serviceon
Easter, April 11, and a sotreated the Fell owship gathering on Sunday,
April 18withbiscuitsandgravy. Wearenot goingtodothisevery Sunday,
soyou' Il haveto besatisfied with doughnuts.

Atour Singlesmesting onthe 19", wemadetentative plansto haveacook-
out at Sharon Rosenow’s on May 21. Call Sharon later to see what
ingredientsmight beneeded for that cook-out. Weal so decided to sponsor
abaseball triptoseetheKansasCity Royalsvs. theMinnesotaTwinson
July 15. Sowatchfor moreinformationonthatinthe Sunday bulletin.

Doyouenjoy talking?Doyoullikeeating?Or maybediscussionsdealing
witheventsthat pertaintosingleindividuas? If youhavesaidyestoat |east
oneof thesequestionsthenyou should planto attend the SinglesM eeting
thatisheldonceamonth at Hope. Therearenoduesto pay, no minimum
or maximum age, just arequirement that youwould liketo havefun. Or
maybemoreabout someof theother singlesinthecongregation.

L utheran FineArts Council

Inan effort to provide L utheran artistswith an opportunity to sharetheir
taents, the Lutheran FineArts Council of Topekaisconsidering ashow or
comptetititon for Lutheran adults 18 and over. If you areinterested in
particiationginashow or competitionin any fineartsmedium, pleasecal
AnnMah at 266-9434 or e-mail her at L mah@cox.net regarding your
interest.

Birthdays

If your birthday is not mentioned, please call the church
office and notify the Secretary. Thanks.

Wedding Anniversaries

Ifyour anniversary is not mentioned, please call the church
office and notify the Secretary. Thanks.

Changes

Please make the following changes to the Prayer and
Membership List. The actual change is underlined.

On Life and Death

Once the chess game is over, the king and the
pawn go back in the same box.



Board Reports- March

Board of Evangelism -LouBauerle

Hope everyone had awonderful Resurrection celebration. Jesus
died and rosefor us. The Board isplanning different events; watch
for detailsin the bulletin. The Evangelism board served Lenten
Supper, Wednesday, March 17. Let’s pray for our friends, fami-
lies and also our enemies.

Boar d of Education/Y outh - Margaret Knehans

Thelibrary isserving several peoplewith both tapesand videos.
Pam ordered Sunday School materias. Cletus sBible Study class
has finished the series on Galatians and the next series on
EphesiansbeginsApril 27™.

Board of Elders- Mark Bauerle

Elder’sstill focusing on our 2004 goa statement. Thank youto all the
groupsthat served the suppers before each Lenten service, to the
Singleswho served the Easter Breakfast, and to all the membersof
Hopeusing their timeand talentsto serve our Lord and Savior.

Board of Parish Fellowship - Joyce Schwartz

Board members served aspaghetti dinner prior to the Lenten ser-
viceon March 24. Thanksto al who helped and who cameto edt.
The LWML served 202 peopl e at the Chicken Noodle Dinner and
had 23 takeouts. Wewill serveachicken casserole, salad & desert
prior to the Voters meeting on Sunday, April 18. Admissionisa
bar of soap. Five Hopeladies attended the TopekaZone Rally in
Vassar on March 20. Beth Heiney was the guest speaker. The
KansasDistrict LWML Conventionwill beinWichita, April 23-
25. Delegatesfrom Hope are Sharon Rosenow & Joyce Schwartz.

Board of Stewardship - Barry Beagle

Mission Site Purchase Fund balance: $10,084.78, enough to pur-
chase the first of the next six acres; Adopt-A-Student balance:
$1,355.00. HVAC received $275 during February. Promissory notes
issued remain at $16,500.00.

Board of Trustees- Dick Passow (report given by Allen Neuhaus)

Made usual monthly safety checks and did minor maintenance
items. Installed light under cabinet in Sacristy as requested by
theAltar Guild. Dick isaware of the brokentile at the west doors
and said hewould take care of it.

Questions? Questions?

The Book “I Believe But | Have Questions” by
Jane Fryar is in the Hope Library. It's a very
readable book and covers such topics as:

What do | do when | sin?

What does God think of me?

What do | do when | can't do it all?

How can | make my life count?

How can | share Jesus’ love with others?
Why don't | see more growth?

It is a good book to read after you have your
daily devotions.

There are many good books in the Hope
Library. | encourage you to browse through the
shelves and select a book or video to enrich
your Christian life.

Margaret Knehans

Life Quotes

“It's not just the ‘big’ and ‘churchy’ things that serve
God. Martin Luther said that the mother changing
a dirty diaper is serving God as much as the preacher
in the pulpit! We make decisions and do things
every day that are influenced by our faith that we do
not even think about. The way we dress, the way we
speak, a friendly smile, helping a friend, helping a
stranger, the way we relate to our spouse, children,
boss, co-workers, the people at the coffee shop, the
clerk at the store...the list is endless. Throughout
history, Christians have championed reaching out
to the vulnerable and needy as a natural response
of faith.”

Rev. Dr. James |. Lamb

“The history of the world is the history of ordinary
men and women - ‘very nice’ men and women -
performing extraordinary acts of brutality when the
restraining influence of Christianity is lifted from a
culture. It is precisely because man’s capacity for
depravity is so great that we must be vigilant in pro-
claiming and living by a distinctively pro-life ethic.
This ethic affects the way w view conception, the
elderly, the disabled, and the mandate to procreate
for the glory 0 God.”

Doug Phillips, The Vision Forum



Lutheran BrailleWorkers

LutheranBrailleWorkershaditsstart duringWorldWar I1. Whenword
spread that Hitler had destroyed brailled Scripturesin Germany, ablind
ministerial student from Californiaasked for helpto bringthe German
BrailleBibleback totheblindin Germany. Thiscausesoonwontheheart
of adetermined woman, HeleneL oeweK oehler, who eventualy founded
LutheranBrailleWorkers(LBW).

Intheearly years, LBW operatedfromMrs. Koehler’ shome. EachBraille
Biblewas produced by hand usingadateand stylus. Each Brailleletter
wasindividually pressedor punched. Asyoucanimagine,itwasaverytime
Consuming process, requiring enormousamountsof effort and patience.

Intime, production techniquesadvanced to theuse of metal platesand
roller presses. Wenow usecomputer programstofacilitatetrand ations.
But thevolunteer spirit hasalwaysprevailed.

Today, master “plates’ of the Scriptures, Biblestoriesand edifying reading
areproducedinBrailleand sent to our Work Centerswhere dedicated
volunteersprint, emboss, collate, and bind each copy—even shipping them
totheir fina destination.

Every day wereceivelettersof thanksfromfriendswho cannow read and
study God’ sWord, aswell asmorerequest for BrailleBiblesand other
devotional resources.

An Oklahoma Citywomanwrites. “I’ vebeen teachingfromyour Large
Print booksat my local nursinghomefor 19years. | can’tbegintotel you
how muchthepatientsenjoy them. They arehungry for theWord of God.”

FromLima, Peru: “It hasbeen my joy asamissionary pastor to watch
DavidgrowintheChristian FaithashestudiestheBraille Bibleyou so
gracioudy provided.”

AndfromNigeria...” Itisgreat and wonderful what our God doesfor us.
Wecannot expressour gratitudefor your helpinknowing the Gospel.”

Thecost of acommercially produced English BrailleBibleismorethan
$1,100,and BrailleBiblesinother languagesareevenmoreexpensive. The
good newsisthat L utheran Braille Workershasreducethiscost tojust
$144 per Bible - a saving of more than $900 - thanks to committed
volunteersand our streamlined operations. Andbecauseloya friendswho
understand theeternal impact of God’ sWord contributegenerously, we
provideBibleand Scriptureresourcesabsolutely free, diminatingal costs
totheblindandvisualy impaired!

Pleaseprayerfully consider theimportanceof providing God’ sWordto
men, womenandchildrenwhoareblindandvisudly impaired. Thenplease
send agenerousgifttoday. Y our giftisneeded.

Work Center #31

In 2003, Work Center #31 of Lutheran Braille
Workers, located at St John Lutheran Church,
901 Flllmore, Topeka, produced and shipped
22,839 books and pamphlets of Christ-centered
material to Africa, Central and South America,
Mexico, Cuba, Dominican Republic and the
United States. This included 8,950 Spanish
Large Print Bibles. Each Thursday morning
volunteers gather to collate, punch, bind, check
and ship these books. Volunteers are from
Faith, Prince of Peace, Calvary, and St John
congregations.

It is a joy to come together each Thursday
morning at St John’s to work on the Spanish
large print sent from the home office in Yucaipa,
California. More volunteers are needed to help
on Thursday mornings from 8:00 to 11:30 am
and experiencce the satisfaction of helping
many sight-impaired and blind to read God's
Word for themselves. Many thanks to those
who have helped and will help in spreading
God's word.

Many Braille books and large print books in
foreign languages are sent from approximately
100 work centers in Canada and the United
States. Many requests are received for our
books which are free upon request.

Eileen Heller, Leader

Job Interview

At the end of a job interview, the interviewer
asked a young engineer just out of college what
kind of salary he was looking for.

“In the neighborhood of $140,000 a year, de-
pending on the benefits package,” he said.

“Well, what would you say to a package of 5-
weeks vacation, 14 paid holidays, full medical
and dental, company matching retirement fund
to 50% of salary, and a company car...say, a
red Corvette?”

“Wow! Are you kidding?” the prospective
engineer responded.

“Yes, but you started it.”



Wahhabi Assasans

By Uwe Siemon-Netto UPI Religion Editor

Assoon as Shetkh M ohammed Mohammed Ali leaveshishousein Baghdad for adrivearound town, hetakesoff hiswhite
turbanthat markshimasaShiiteMuslim scholar, and placesit ontheseat nexttohiminhisToyota. “Many Shiiteclerics
aredoingthis. It' ssafer that way,” hetold United Pressinternational M onday inatel ephoneinterview fromhisLondonhome
wherehehad just returned after anextended stay inlrag. “ My turbanwould make meatarget of Wahhabi assassins, who
haveal ready killed so many Shiitescholars. That’ swhy | wear theturban only indoors—and awaysinthemosque.”

TheShiiteclerics turbans, whicharedistinct fromtheheadgear of Sunni imams, comeeither inblack orinwhite, depending
onwhether thebearer isadirect descendant of the prophet M ohammed—inwhich caseblack i sthe proper col or—or not.
Mohammed M ohammed Ali wearswhite.

Wahhabis, apuritanical sect that originatedin present-day Saudi Arabiainthe18th century, havetraditionally not been part
of thereligioussceneinlrag. “They havebeguninfiltrating thecountry already inthelast 10yearsof SaddamHussein's
regime,” said Ali, who beforetheoutbreak of thewar wasal eader of theL ondon-based Iragi Nationa Council. “ TheSunni
sectsin lraqusedto benon-violent. But then theWahhabiscameand bribed I ragi Mudlimstojointhem. Thisway they took
control of mosqueseveninNg af and Karbala(the Shiites’ holy cities), andinBasrainthe South.” Complaintsby Shiites
that Wahhabi infiltratorstarget themfor nation havebeen commonamost sincethebeginning of thecurrentwar more
thanayear ago. They also claimthat adherentsof thissect areintent on provoking awar between the Shiitemajority and
the Sunni minority.

But thesect’ sspokesmenangrily contest reportsin someof themost respectableWestern media, including London’ sDaily
Telegraphand the Christian ScienceMonitor, that itsagentsarefanning thel ragji insurgency.

A book titled“ TheWahhabi Myth” authored by Maneef James Oliver and authenticated by Sheikh Naasirud-Deenal-
Albaanee, atopreligiousleader in Saudi Arabia, attributestheextremism of OsamabinLadenand hisfellow terroristtoa
different source. “ They areadherentsof anewly risen sect called Qutbism, whose originscomefrom Egypt, not Saudi

Arabia” hewrote. Thismovementisnamed after Sayyid Qutb whofounded Egypt’ sMudim Brotherhood. AstheLondon
newspaper, Thelndependent, observed two yearsago, thisisnot an |slamic tradition but very much aWestern-based

ideology.

Inanarticletitled, “How Marx turnedMudim,” thelndependent’ scorrespondent John Gray explained, “ Theinspirationfor
Qutb’ sthought isnot so much the K oran but the current Western philosophy embodiedinthinkerssuch asNietzsche,
Kierkegaardand Heidegger.”

But Mohammed Mohammed Ali, amoderate Shiiteschol ar propagati nginterfaith harmony astheonly possiblemeansto
bring peacetoIrag, doesnot seethingsthat way. “Inthelast 10 yearstherehavebeen hugetransfersof fundstolraqto
makeMudimsconvertfromther ownsecttoextremeWahhabism,” hesad. “ Thishappenedwiththesupport frompoaliticians
inthe Gulf statesand many other Arab countries.”

Whileaprominent Wahhabi cleric, Sheikh Muhammad Bin Saaliha-’ Uthatmeen, condemned terrorist outragessuch as
suicidebombings, sayingtheir perpetratorswould gotohell, thetradition of Wahhabi violencehasahi story of dmost aquarter
of amillennium.

In“TheWahhabi Movement,” historian Ted Thorntonreminded hisreadersthat intheir zeal Wahhabiseven oncedeclared
holy war onfellow Mudlims, anact expresdy forbidden by theK oran. They destroyed other believers minaretsandgrave
markersand, in 1802, thetomb of the Shiites' ImamHusayninKarbala, their holy city inIrag, an event that hasremained
unforgottentothisvery day.



